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INTRODUCTION

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history.
He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are
surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy

communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.”

WE PREPARE
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 876

Let the Whole Creation Cry
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I Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing  for  the Lord, proph-cts burn-ing with the word,

3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raisc the an - them loud and bold,
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Heav'nand earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al- might-y  king!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let  chil-dren's hap - py hearts in this wor-ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow'rs of knowl-edge and of law, 1o the glo-rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift up vour voice; night and stars, m God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,"The Lord is good and great!”
"Ho-1ly, Ho-ly, Ho-ly One; glo-ry be to God a- lone!”

Text: Stoptord A. Brooke, [832-1916. alt,
Music: SALZBURG, lakob Hinwze, 16221702




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross *F, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

P
C
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In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

We sit or kneel for our confession. Silence for reflection and self-examination.

C

Merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the [ | Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



WE PRAISE GOD

HYMN OF PRAISE ELW pg. 149
“This is the Feast”
Refrain
Assisting minister
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free to be peo-ple of God.

Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
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of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.

This is the feast

Song continues on next page with Stanza 2
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you

call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand
with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants
and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s
reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false
prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat, the other like worthless straw.

“’Am I a God near by, says the LorD, and not a God far off? **Who can hide in
secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lorp. Do I not fill heaven and
earth? says the LorD. 1 have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy
lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” “"How long? Will
the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who
prophesy the deceit of their own heart? *'They plan to make my people forget
my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot
my name for Baal. ““Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the
one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common
with wheat? says the Lorp. *’Is not my word like fire, says the Lorp, and like a
hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.




Psalm: Psalm 82

To be read responsively by whole verse

Arise, O God, and rule the earth. (Ps. 82:8)

'God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:
““How long will you judge unjustly,
i and show favor to the wicked?
“Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;
“rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.
"They do not know, neither do they understand;
they wander about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
"Now I say to you, ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of the Most High;
'nevertheless, you shall dle hke mortals,
and fall like any prince.’
“Arise, O God, and rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations for your own.



Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29--12:2

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find
examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud
of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when
the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. mBy faith the walls of
Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. *'By faith Rahab the
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had
recelved the spies in peace.

*And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— “who
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut
the mouths of lions, *“quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won
strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.

“Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to
accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrectron "Others suffered mocking
and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. *'They were stoned to death,
they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skrns
of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— "of whom the world was
not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in
the ground

“"Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive
what was promised, *since God had provided something better so that they
would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

"“'Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every werght and the sin that chngs so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, lookrng to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand
of the throne of God.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Gospel: Luke 12:49-56

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to
God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even
from those they love.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12" Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ’“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already
kindled! *’I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under
until it is completed! *' Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?
No, I tell you, but rather division! *’From now on five in one household will be
divided, three against two and two against three; *“they will be divided:

father against son

and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

“"He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. ~”And when you see the
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. *You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to interpret the present time?”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.



CHILDREN’S SERMON

All children are invited to come to the Altar steps for a special “Children’s message”.

SERMON Rev. Thomas A. Cassem




WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 669

Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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I Risc up. O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Spcak out. O saints of God! De - spair c¢n - gulfs carth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - ton crics In pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to scck the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of  God’s bap - tis- mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow'r, rise up. O samts of God!

Texu: Murman . Fovness, b 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG. William H. Walter, 18251843
Text € Norman €. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid leense from copyright administrator.



THE APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Prayers of Intercession

L

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in
prayer.

A brief silence.

L
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Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their
lives to serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith
around the globe, and bless the work of our ecumenical and interfaith
partners. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by
natural disasters. Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile
ground for new life and growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving
Spirit. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community,
celebrating with those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep. In our
joy and in our tears, be near us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift up to you all who are especially on our hearts silently or spoken.

(A Brief Silence for Petitions) Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints who
have gone before us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us
until we find our rest in you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in
your steadfast love, through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.

SHARING OUR LORD’S PEACE

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.



MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING
We acknowledge the offerings given for the mission of the church.

OFFERING PRAYER

P
C

Let us pray.

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we
feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field and equip us
to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT

HOLY COMMUNION
Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with  vou. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



The presiding minister continues:

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might,
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n the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na i the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
The Pastor leads us in the Words of Institution (Not Printed)
Please direct your attention to the altar.



LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The Gifts of God for the People of God.
C Thanks be to God.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  pecace.



WE RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION

Communion Distribution

Please be seated. All who celebrate with us the presence of the risen Christ in Holy
Communion are invited to join us for this sacrament. You may come forward and
receive the elements at the communion station or remain seated and use communion
kits. Please remain seated until the ushers invite you to commune by pew. If you come
forward, please return to your seat by the outside aisle. Children are invited for a
blessing.




Communion Hymn ELW 487
What Feast of Love
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1 What feastof love 15  of - fered here. what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof wtuth is of-fered here, what cov - ¢ - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love 1s of - fered here. what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life. what gra - cious gift i1s  giv - en?
What hopc of cv - cor - last-ing life, what won-drous word is  giv - cn?
What strcam of cv - cr - last-ing lifc, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is  Christ the king, the bread comc down from  heav - en.
This, this i1s  Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this is  Christ the king, the sweet-cst wine  of heav - en.
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Oh. taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na  giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God s giv - en!
Oh, tastc and sec and sing! The Son  of God is  giv - en!
Text: Delores Duiner, vse. b 193G

Music: GREENSLEEVES. English ballad. 16th cent.

Text © 1993 Delores Duiner OSB. Published by OCP Publivatons. Al rights reserved.

Duplication i any form prohibited without pernussion or valid license from copyright administratorn,



Text: Branco da Stena, L 1334; m. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1850

Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872
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Communion Hymn ELW 804
Come Down, O Love Divine
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1 Come down, QO Love di - vwvine; scck thou this soul of minc
2 Oh, let it free - Iy burn, ull world-ly pas - sions
3 Let ho -ly char - 1 -ty mine out-ward ves - ture be.
4 And so thec ycarn - ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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and vis - it it with thinc own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es m its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - li - ness bc - comec minc in - ncr cloth - ing—
shall far out-pass the powr of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious  light shine e¢v - cr on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart.  which rtakes the hum - bler part.
no  soul can gucss Love’s grace till it  bc-comc the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - Ing.
and clothc me round, thc  while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com - ings weceps with  loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

Music trom The English Hvnnal, outside the USA © Oxford University Prass 1906, All nghts reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,



Communion Blessing

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen.

Communion Prayer
P Let us pray.

C Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and
fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend
and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the
name of Jesus. Amen.

WE ARE SENT
BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you *F peace.
C Amen




SENDING HYMN ELW 713

O God of Every Nation
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1 0O God of ev - 'ry na - tion, of ev - ry race and land.

2 From scarch torwcalth and pow - er and scorn of tuth and right,

3 Lord, strength-en  all who la - bor that all may find re - lease

4 Keep bright in  us the vi - sion of  dayswhen war shall cease.
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rc - decm your whole crc -a - tionwith your al - might -y hand;
from trust in  bombs that show - cr de - struc-tionthroughthe  night.
from fear of rat - tling sa - ber, from dread of war’s n - crease;
when ha - tred and di - vi - sion give way to love and peace,

7@@' » | ! [ | ] i
| - [ I | - I
CEEES s — =
where hate and fear di - vide us and bit - ter threats are  hurled.
from pridc of racc and sta - tion and blind-ness to  your  way,
when hope and cour-age fal - ter, Lord, let  your voice be heard;
till dawns the morn-ing glo - riouswhen ftruth and love shall reign,
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n love and mer - ¢y guide us and heal our sworife-torn world.
de - liv-cr ov-'ry na - tion. ¢ - ter - nal God, wc pray.
with faith that none can al - ter. your ser-vants un - der - gird.
and Christshall rule vic - to - riouso’er all  the world’s do - main.

Text: William W, Reid Jr.. b, 1923

Music: LLANGLOFEAN, Welsh tune, 1%h cent,

Text @ 1958, ren. 1986 The Hymn Sociaty, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Strearm, 1T, 60188,
Al rights reserved. Tlsed by permission.

Duplicatien in any forn probibited without permission o valid license trom copyright administrator,



DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.

Our Worship Ends + Our Service Begins




The 10" Sunday after Pentecost  August 14, 2022

A Division That Brings Peace

Today’s word is difficult to hear, but all too obvious at the same time. The
message of God’s governance among us, which lifts up the lowly and
challenges the mighty, brings division. The good news brings division
because some welcome it with exuberant joy, since it is the only good news
they hear, and some resist it because it is a profound challenge to human
assumptions about God, the world, and us.

We might be surprised to hear Jesus say he has not come to bring peace,
but division. This is because he insists on a gospel of peace for everyone,
not just a few. The division Jesus speaks of is not the goal, but it is the
inevitable outcome of insisting that everyone is included in God’s family.
Division and conflict are the price he is willing to pay if that’s what it takes
to usher in a world of true peace rooted in God’s mercy. Jesus paid that
price when he was crucified for his faithfulness to God’s welcoming way.

The church continues the ministry of Jesus when it enters into the fray of
lifting up people the world deems unwelcome or lowly. Who is excluded or
marginalized in your community? Why is this so? Does your church mirror
this exclusion and marginalization, or does it transcend it with a welcome
to those very persons left out elsewhere? What division has this faithfulness
to the gospel caused?

The most wonderful witness the church gives, and the most divisive thing
it does, is declare forgiveness to every repentant heart in Christ’s name: the
excluded and the exclusive, the lowly and the mighty. The most beautiful
inbreaking of the governance of God is when humble persons gather
around Christ’s table, open their hands to receive bread and wine, and
deeply embrace their own welcome and their neighbor’s welcome at the
very same table. In that sacramental moment, the peace that led to division
turns into complete peace.
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