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INTRODUCTION

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the
promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who
have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and
for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

WE PREPARE
WORSHIP PREPARATION

When you hear the Prelude, please be seated and observe silence as we prepare ourselves
for the beginning of our worship service.

PRELUDE

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 385

The assembly stands.

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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GREETING
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The joy and peace of God be with you all.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
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In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized
life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.
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Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a
people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses
in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen
believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that
extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized
into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set
your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into
you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by
these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

Amen.



WE PRAISE GOD
KYRIE ELW pg. 147
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your
will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading: Acts 9:36-43

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness
and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell
ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer.

36

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. °’ At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.
** Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent
two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” ** So Peter
got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. *’ Peter put all of them
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said,
“Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. *' He
gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he
showed her to be alive. ** This became known throughout Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. *’ Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 23
The LoRrD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

"The Lorp is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
*The Lorp makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
* You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
* Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
’ You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorbp forever.



Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who
vanquishes sin and suffering.

’ After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.
'“They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
"' And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, "’ singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
"* Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” 1 said to him, “Sir, you are the one
that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the
great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.
" For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat;

" for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Gospel: John 10:22-30

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the
Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep, they hear his voice, follow, and will
never be snatched from his hand.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10™ Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, *’ and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. ** So
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” * Jesus answered, “I have told
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to
me; “°but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. *' My
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. ~°I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. " What
my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of
the Father’s hand. " The Father and I are one.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

All children are invited to come to the Altar steps for a special “Children’s message”.

SERMON Rev. Thuilie Beresford
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

HYMN OF THE DAY

Have No Fear, Little Flock

ELW 764
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Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1: Marjorie Jillson, b, 1931, sts. 23
Muwsic: LITTLE FILOCK. Heins Werner Zimmermann, b, 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing Hoose,

Dupliciativn inuny funm prohibiked witlieut permissivn or valid licenss from copyight administrilor
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THE APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Prayers of Intercession

L

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the
church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

L
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Shepherd of the Church, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls.
Strengthen your church to proclaim Christ with boldness, and guide all the
baptized to follow your voice. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creator of all, you make the earth fruitful, and creation sings your praise.
Guard the lands and waters, and help us care wisely for what you have made.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Healer of hearts, you bind up the broken and carry the weary. Bring comfort
to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Loving Father, on this Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all
who offer mothering care. Be near to those who grieve or long for family.
Surround them with your peace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, hear the prayers we now offer, silently or aloud.
(Brief silence for personal prayers.) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Everlasting God, we give thanks for the saints who now rest in you. We
rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection made known to us in Jesus.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your mercy, we lift these prayers to you through Jesus Christ, our
risen Lord.
Amen.
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SHARING OUR LORD’S PEACE

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

P The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C And also with you.

OFFERING (ELW p. 152)
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church.

MUSICAL OFFERING
OFFERTORY
The offertory is sung as the offering is presented and the altar is prepared.
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927

Text and music @ 1978 Litheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress,
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.

C Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with
these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the
world. Amen.

WE RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT

HOLY COMMUNION
Great Thanksgiving
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The presiding minister continues:

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The Pastor leads us in the Words of Institution. Please direct your attention to the altar.

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P The Gifts of God for the People of God.
C Thanks be to God.
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WE RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION
Communion Distribution

Please be seated. All who celebrate with us the presence of the risen Christ in
Holy Communion are invited to join us for this sacrament.

We receive communion at the communion rail. Please remain seated until the
ushers invite you to commune by pew. Please return to your seat by the outside
aisle. Children are invited for a blessing.

If you are visiting today, please be our guest. We welcome you to share in
communion, and we invite you to sign our guestbook or speak with an usher
for more information about Faith Lutheran.

If you would like communion brought to you in your pew, please notify an usher.

Communion Hymns
ELW 433 “Blessing, Honor, and Glory”
ELW 528 “Come and Fill our Hearts”
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Communion Blessing

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you
in his grace.

C Amen.

Communion Prayer
P Let us pray.

C Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us
now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen
life to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

WE ARE SENT
BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you +

peace.
C Amen
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SENDING HYMN ELW 536
God Be with You Till We Meet Again
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Text: Jeremiah £, Rankin, 1828-1904
tusic: GOD BE WITH YOU, William G, Tomer, 1333-18%4
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DISMISSAL

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!

P The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of
Easter hope + bless you now and always.

C Amen.

P Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Statement of Purpose

As servants of Christ, we are called

to proclaim God’s saving Word in a caring, nurturing way,
to spread God’s love throughout our community, and
to provide opportunities for people to grow in Christ.
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Our Worship Ends + Our Service Begins




The Fourth Sunday of Easter — May 11, 2025

All Your Answers Questioned

Some years ago, a class from the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago had T-shirts made with the slogan “LSTC: The place to get all
your answers questioned.” What does it mean to advocate questioning at
a seminary? Shouldn’t the church train leaders to provide answers? It is a
common assumption that we achieve right faith by coming to a correct
interpretation of divine things. Indeed, many people of faith are ready
and willing to provide that correct interpretation. But faith is more than a
set of propositions. It is a relationship of trust with the living Lord.

For his part, Jesus tends to resist easy answers. “How long will you keep
us in suspense?” his interrogators ask in today’s gospel reading from
John. “If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly” (10:24). But Jesus’ reply is
hardly straightforward: “I have told you, and you do not believe, . . .
because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. |
know them, and they follow me” (10:25-27).

We may crave clarity, but faith is not always clear-cut. It is filled with
subtlety, ambiguity, tension. Even as God desires abundant life for us,
God also calls us to lay down our lives for each other. The gospel
encompasses both suffering and hope, death and new life. The Son of
Man comes not to be served but to serve, to shepherd.

These truths are hard to “tell plainly.” That is not to say we should not
seek understanding in the life of faith. But faith also means having our
answers questioned, allowing God to renew our minds for the sake of our
relationship with Christ who claims us for himself. After all, the gift and
challenge of discipleship is not to come to indisputable conclusions
about God, but to follow our Shepherd on the way.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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